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South Sudan and Sudan

What is the role of crossing borders in resolving this conflict? How can the cross-disciplinary focus of international 
studies help?

Questions

•• What is the role of geography in this growing crisis?
•• What are the political motives behind the leadership dispute?
•• What are the economic stakes underlying the conflict?
•• What role do social and cultural factors play?
•• Can the international community offer any solution?

At the extreme, other countries have responded to these tensions by simply 
dividing into separate states. For example, Sudan moved to split into two parts 
completely, driven by religious differences between the dominant Muslim popu-
lation to the north and the non-Muslim groups in the south, despite peacekeep-
ing efforts by the UN. Following many years of conflict, South Sudan was 
recognized as an independent state in July 2011 by the UN. The leader of north-
ern Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, an accused war criminal for the years in which his 


